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Abstract: Rajadharma (Government and Statecraft), duties of a king
has been a subject of discussion in works on dharmasastra from very
ancient times. in the Santiparva of the Mahdbhdrata rojadharma is dealt
with at great length in several chapters. The Manusmrti also states at the
beginning of chapter vii that it will expond rajadharmas. That great
literary activity on the science and art of government went on for many
centuries before the christian era follows from several considerations.
The Santiparva of the Mahdbhdirata states that all dharmas are merged
in rajadharma; that rajadharmas are at the head of all dharmas (sarve
dharma rajadharmapradhanan) It is an account of this all pervading
influence of government or royal power that the Mahabharata
frequently emphasizes that the king is the maker of his age, that it is he
who can usher a golden age or an age of strife and misery for the
country. Indian Science of Polity has a recorded history of over two
thousand years from at least 4" cent. B.C. Its growth was gradual but
its aims and ideals and its main elements have been the same throughout
the centuries. The Santiparva of the Mahdbharata begins by saying that
the most desirable thing for a state is to crown a king, that in a kingless
country there is no dharma, no security of life nor of property, that
therefore the gods appointed kings for protecting people. All people
went to Brahma the creator and requested him to appoint a ruler whom
they would all honour and who would protect them. In this Article
entitled ‘Rajadharma in Ancient India: aims and importance’ king’s
duty towards his objects his aims and importance of Government and
Statecraft have been discussed.
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