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It was indeed a movement of petty bourgeois, by the petly bourgeois, and
for the petty bourgeois. But in fact, this was the first political movement in
East Pakistan which resulted in the killing of industrial workers and urban
poor people numbering about 40. More than seven hundred agitators were
arrested. The participation of workers demonstrated a radical departure
from the traditional tactics. This movement, witnessed raids on police
station, looting of arms and violent clashes with the police. The large scale
mobilization of workers and poor people, along with students and other
sections of the urban society of Dacca in connection with the general stricke
on 7 June, 1966 demonstrated the fact that the autonomy mvement had
wide popular support.*®
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If the polls are frustrated, the people of Bangladesh will owe it to
the million who have died to make the supreme sacrifice of another
million lives, if need be, so that we can live as a free people and so

that Bangladesh can be the master of its own destiny. (Morning
News, Nov. 27, 1970).
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A massive rescues and relief operation, if launched within 24
hours of the occurrence, could have saved thousands of lives.
Thousand of survivors could have been saved from death due to
starvation, exposure and lack of medical attention. Had the navy
rushed into the area it could have rescued thousand who had
been swept into the sea. The failure to launch such a relief and
rescues operation is unforgivable. We are confirmed today in
our conviction that if we are to save the people of Bangladesh
from the ravages on nature, as of their fellowmen we must attain
full, regional autonomy on the basis of the 6-point/11 point
formula.
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I warmly thank the people for having given a historic verdict in favour of
our Six-point Programme. We pledge to implement this verdict. There
can be no constitution except one which is based on the Six-point
Programme.*
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